
St. Thomas’ Parish Church, Douglas, Isle of Man 
                        Church Trail 

TRAIL ANSWERS AND EXPLANATORY NOTES 

FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS  
(NB the memorial chapel in particular is quite dark and you may want to bring a torch for the children to use in this area) 

 

1.  The following real and imaginary creatures appear in the carvings, the murals, the  
stained-glass and the soft furnishings throughout the church:  

 A camel in the window in the south wall depicting Rebecca.  

 5 white bears on the back of the blue banner in the children’s corner. 

 Chickens on the cushions in the children’s corner.  
 2 doves in the second window from the back in the north wall, 1 dove in the  

 mural on the south wall of the chancel, 1 dove above the central aisle in a mural. 
 A dragon in a mural on the north side of the chancel.  

 Eagles on the lectern, in a mural above the central aisle and in the window in the south wall 

depicting St. John. 
 Fish on some kneelers and on the tester above the memorial altar table.  
 Goose on cushions in the children’s corner. 

 A winged griffin on the window in the south wall depicting St. John.  

 A lamb, a lion, an ox, a pelican with her young and a phoenix in the murals above the central 
aisle. 

 A raven above the altar table in the memorial chapel.  
 Scallops in a window in the south wall depicting St. James.  

 Seagulls behind the altar table in the memorial chapel.  
 Sheep and teddy bears on the cushions in the children’s corner.    

 
2. Children worshipped in this church. 1892  

The plaque on the east side of this window tells us that the children  
worshipping in this church gave this window in 1892 [M=1000;  
D=500; C=100, XC=90; II=2], over 119 years ago.  

There are white lilies in the shield at the bottom of this window.    
 
3. World War I. At the bottom of the memorial it says that the men listed  

above gave their lives in the Great War that lasted between 1914 and the  
1918 Armistice, or as recorded on the memorial, the 1919 Treaty of Versailles.  
 

4. Thatched cottage, a fishing net with fish, a spinning wheel, a raven, a Celtic cross and a 
Viking ship. The bosses in the tester above the altar in the memorial chapel are carved with a number of 

images that might call the Isle of Man to mind. The frieze at the top of the reredos behind the altar is carved 
with a row of seagulls, evocative of the sea that surrounds the Island. The frieze below is carved with a row 
of fuchsias. Fuchsia hedges are a common feature of the Manx landscape. The carvings of both angels at the 

west corners of the tester are also decorated with the Three-Legs-of-Man.   
    
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

5.  The Bible is read aloud to the people in the church (the congregation) from this bookstand, which is 
called a lectern.    

 
6.  Christians remember Christ’s last supper with  
His disciples when they celebrate Holy Communion  

by sharing wine made from grapes and  bread  
made from wheat. 
 

 

     

 

 

 



7. The dragon has four heads. The walls of the chancel and nave are decorated with murals designed by 

Manxman John Miller Nicholson in 1910. They were restored in between 1927 and 1928, and again in 1980. 
The mural on the north wall of the chancel depicts the legend of a war in heaven between St. Michael and all 
angels and a winged, four-headed dragon that was eventually overcome 

 
8. The three-legs-of-Man can be seen in the lovely west window, that  
is the oldest in the church. A white image of the three legs-of-man on a  

red shield can be seen within the rose window at the top of the arch.  
Part of the motto around it is missing.. 

 
9. The vicar stands in the pulpit so he can be seen and heard by 

the congregation when he delivers the sermon. There are 6 steps 
up to the pulpit. 
 

 
10. The man’s name is Jesus. The main  
scenes in the three tall lights in the  

east window depict Christ’s birth (Christmas),  
His crucifixion (Good Friday) and His  
resurrection from the tomb (Easter). 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
11. Ogee arches can be seen in some of the furnishings of this church like in the two prayer desks on either 

side of the main altar and an ogee arch forms the entrance through the chancel screen from the nave into 
the chancel.  Large Gothic arches support the galleries above the pews and you will find Classical arches in 
the bottom section of the chancel screen and in the shape of the wooden collection box on the door to the 

gallery stairs at the west end of the church. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

           Ogee arch in prayer desk                           Gothic arch in nave       Classical arch in chancel screen 
 
12. The murals, windows, and furnishings are decorated with many circles, triangles, squares, octagons, 

trefoils and quatrefoils. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
13. The four evangelists are the writers of the four gospels of the New Testament of the Bible. Theyeach 

have a symbol: St. Matthew-a man; St. Mark-a lion; St. Luke-an ox; St. John-an eagle. The first three often 
have wings added as they do in this church. The word evangelist means messenger, the word gospel means 
good news. 

 
14. Water is put into this octagonal font, blessed and used to mark the heads of those about to be baptised 
or christened with the sign of the cross as a sign that they have joined the Christian family. 

 

     
 

 
 

   


